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01403 801802
jamesforcarpets.co.uk

info@jamesforcarpets.co.uk

Arrange a home 
visit with

 James today

Specialists in  
Carpet, Vinyl and Lvt 

for over 20 years

NOW HIRING 
Experienced 
Carpet And 
Vinyl Fitters 



 
 

Service & repair centre for all makes & models 
 

Collection & delivery available  w  Sun diagnostics 
MOT repairs  w  Tyres, clutches, exhausts & batteries 
Air conditioning service  w  Courtesy car on request 

 

01306 631799 
forgemotorco@tiscali.co.uk 

 

NEWDIGATE GARAGE, RUSPER ROAD, NEWDIGATE  RH5 5BE 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 FREE ESTIMATES & FRIENDLY ADVICE 

TEL: 0800 2 118 618 

K.D RAYNSFORD 
Your Local Builder! 

’s, Brickwork 
Fencing, Turfing, Garden Clearance 

Roofing Repairs 
g – Internal & External 

Kitchens & Bathrooms F d 
All Types of Building Work 

 & Refurbishments 
 

 



TOTAL TREE TREATMENT 
ALL ASPECTS OF SURGERY 

TREE FELLING, ROOT GRINDING 
CONSULTANCY &  

ADVISORY SERVICE 

FULLY INSURED 

FOR THE BEST QUOTE CALL 
BRAD SHEEHAN (01403) 730771 

01306 711124 
Mobile 07775 727121 

www.capeltreesurgeons.co.uk 

PREMIER CARRIAGE SERVICES

Surrey Hills and surrounding areas

All areas of the country covered
Including all of London
All Airports, Seaports

Eurostar Terminals

seater vehicles available
Including courier service

Contact: 07768 686700
Email: premiercarriages@yahoo.com
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R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
R.Turner
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  

Free Quotations 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE, 

PLEASE CONTACT 
SUE MATTHEWSON 

ON 01293 871266
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THE PARISH OF RUSPER 
SERVICES AT ST MARY MAGDALENE’S 

CHURCH RUSPER 
MAY 2025 SERVICES 

 
 

 
 
Holy Communion every Sunday at 8am [said] and 
11am [sung with hymns]. Monthly at Durrants 
Retirement Village. Mass celebrated also every 
Wednesday at 10am at All Saints’ Roffey. 
 

 
 
Services in May  

     
Thursday 1st Broadwood Morris Revels and Laying of Flower Garland 
Sunday 4th   Coffee & Cake after the service 11am Holy Communion 
    
Thursday 8h         Durrants Village    10.30am Holy Communion
             NON-RESIDENTS WELCOME 
Sunday 11th          11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 18th      11am  Holy Communion 
Sunday 25th   Rogation Sunday  11am  Holy Communion 
Thursday 29th  ASCENSION DAY  10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Why not visit the Rusper Church website and follow 
Nick on Facebook? 
If a priest is required at short notice and Nick is 
unavailable, please contact the Churchwardens. 
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Rector Revd Nick Flint 01293 871251 
Authorised Lay 
Minister 
Churchwarden 
Churchwarden 

Mr Chris Pearce 
 
Mr Stephen Busby 
Mrs Maggie True 

01403 268047 
 
01293 871219      
01293 871722 

Treasurer Mrs Lorna Reeves 01293 871012 
 

Nick is here to minister to all who have need in our parish. He is keen to be told 
if someone has moved in and to have an opportunity to visit newcomers. Holy 
Communion can be arranged for the housebound or those who are sick. Nick 
tries to take Friday as a rest day each week, so he kindly suggests that you only 
contact him on a Friday in matters of urgency 
 
Information on services is updated monthly on: www.rusperchurch.org.uk 
 

__________________ 
 

 
 

PARISH REGISTERS 
 
Holy Baptism  
23 March Hallie Rebecca Sandford 
 
Funeral  
7 March Alan Rice   
10 March    Philip Emmanuel Harris  
 
Burial of Ashes 
10 March  Elizabeth Graham Kitchen 
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The Rectory 
High Street 

Rusper 
RH12 4PX 

 
Heaven here and there 
‘In my father’s house are many rooms’ promised Jesus to his frightened 
followers before his death, Resurrection and Ascension. It is a promise 
which ‘God’s House’ as encountered in church buildings finds expression 
– a place of welcome. 
 
 Christianity has never been a purely other-worldly faith. The Church has 
asked how can we transform where we live or where we work by seeing 
them through God’s eyes. When we stand on the holy ground of our own 
village church, the light falling on us sometimes gloriously gold or red 
through the stained glass depicting Gospel scenes where will we be 
taken in heart and mind? 
 
What we try to do in having a church building at all is create a space the 
shape and furniture and activity all of which speak of the one who has 
inhabited our human life lived from deep inside us has just stepped out of 
sight long enough so as not to cramp our style.  
 
 The short season of Ascensiontide crowns Easter and celebrates Jesus 
being set free from all that confines, from the stable to the upper room, to 
the tomb he ascends to the heavenly sanctuary. Neither is his 
heavenward journey a lonely goodbye for he takes us as part of him. 
‘There are many rooms’ he says ‘and I am going to prepare a place for 
you’ 
 
Nick 

____________________ 
 
Check Website and Church Facebook for news and 
updates. Email Nick if you would like to receive the 
weekly update. rusperchurch.org.uk  
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RUSPER CHRONICLE 
 

VE Day 
 
At the April meeting we looked back at VE Day, May 8th 1945, which 
celebrated the end of the second world war in Europe. We looked 
through a wealth of material. 
We also examined newspapers and material from the first VE Day (which 
was just called Victory Day or Armistice Day) that celebrated the end of 
the first world war on 11th November 1918. This included a special edition 
of Berliner Tageblatt the German newspaper that announced the news to the 
German people. 
The next meeting, on Tuesday 13th May, will be in the churchyard where 
will be looking at war graves. 
Also everyone is welcome along to the sports field in the High Street, 
opposite Ghyll Manor, for the lighting of the Rusper Beacon to celebrate 
the 80th anniversary of VE Day on Thursday 8th May 2025. There will be 
a quiz in the Plough and Attic Rooms at 7pm followed by light 
refreshments at the Sports Club when the beacon is lit at 9.30pm to link 
up with other beacons across the country. The views from the sports field 
at sunset are worth the visit, with the added hope of seeing other distant 
beacons. 
 
Rusper Chronicle 
 

____________________ 
 

RUSPER VILLAGE HALL 
 
If you wish to book Rusper Village Hall for any event, please visit the 
Village Hall website https://ruspervillagehall.org.uk which contains a 
booking form. 
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____________________ 

 
 

CHURCH CLEANING 
 
Church Cleaning Rota for May 2025 

 
 

May 9th  
May 16th  
May 23rd  
 
May 30th  
  

 
Barbara Lloyd 
Angie Hill 
Carrie & Chris 
Johnson 
Maggie True 
 

 
01293 871472 
01293 871274 
01293 871553 
 
01293 871722 

 
Sue Matthewson 01293 8712665 
 

   RUSPER CHAT 2025 
 
 
 

 
 

FRIDAY 30th MAY 2.30PM – HILDE 
 ST MARY’S HOUSE, EAST STREET – 01293 871982 

 
PLEASE CONTACT THE MONTH’S HOST IF A LIFT 

TO ANY CHAT MEETING WOULD BE HELPFUL 
 

ALL VERY WELCOME! 
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RUSPER CHURCH 200 CLUB 
Thank you to all those people who continue responding to the request for 
new members. The Rusper Church 200 Club is one of the continuing 
forms of income to our lovely church during these challenging times. You 
can continue to help by joining the 200 Club or buying additional shares. 
All the details about the Rusper Church 200 Club including past winners, 
the Rules and an Application Form, are on the Church’s web-site at 
www.rusperchurch.org.uk under “THE CHURCH IS YOU” tab. Just print 
off and complete the Application Form and then either e-mail it to me at 
johnmjory@gmail.com or send it to me at: Elsinoro, Horsham Road, 
Rusper, Horsham, RH12 4PR. Many thanks to all of you who have been 
regularly contributing to enable us to make a significant contribution 
towards the running costs of the Church over the past few years. 
 
The result of the latest draw is:  
      April 2025    
1st Prize - £200    15   Mr & Mrs W       
2nd Prize - £75   135   Jean T    

  3rd Prize - £50                84   Mrs C B        
John Jory 

__________________ 
 

VE DAY CELEBRATIONS IN RUSPER 
 
Join us in commemorating VE Day on Thursday, 8th May! The highlight 
of our celebrations will be the traditional lighting of the beacon at 9:30 
PM on the sports field—a moving tribute to mark this historic occasion. 
  
To get everyone in the spirit beforehand, there will be a lively quiz at The 
Plough starting at 7:30 PM. While some questions will touch on wartime 
history, expect a wide variety to keep things fun and engaging. 
  
All proceeds from the quiz will go towards supporting Rusper Sports 
Club. We’d love to see as many of you as possible there—let's make it a 
night to remember! 
 
Rusper Parish Council 
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VOCATION DAY - 10th/11th MAY 2025  

Saturday 10th May is dedicated by Chichester diocese to thinking about 
what God is calling us to do in the service of His church, particularly for 
those considering Ordained ministry in the Church of England. You may 
have already taken steps along this route, or may never have thought of 
it - until now. Bishop Ruth and Rev'd Giles Carpenter ( Director of 
Vocations), will be present at St. Mary's Church, The Causeway, 
Horsham, to answer any questions for those considering exploring their 
Christian faith further. 

On Sunday 11th May I will be delivering an address within the 11am 
service at St. Mary Magdalene Church, Rusper, describing my role as an 
Authorised Lay Minister ( ALM). There are many roles needed to fulfil the 
daily running of a church, and our vicar, Rev'd. Nick Flint, has overall 
responsibility for Rusper parish. We are looking to fill some vacancies 
within the church, and would like to invite you to this service if you feel 
that you have a skill which would be of benefit to the running of our 
church. What is God calling YOU to do? 

We look forward to welcoming you to our special service. 

Chris Pearce, Pastoral ALM 

_______________________ 
 
 

RUSPER PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
Thursday 29th May at 1900 in the Village Hall. 
Join us for a chance to share your views with your 
local Parish, District and County councillors and hear 
updates on local projects. 

Everyone is welcome! Refreshments will be available. 
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Spectacular 
VE Day Celebration 

in 

Rusper Village Hall 
Friday 9th May 

7.30pm 
 

Memphis – Broadway & 
West End Comes to Rusper 

 

Tickets  £20 including hot dog in the interval 
(contact Maggie 07810 470554) 

 
Bar – Raffle 
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🌺🌺 💐💐 RUSPER 🌺🌺 💐💐 
🌺🌺 💐💐 OPEN GARDENS 🌺🌺 💐💐 

 

 
 

🌺🌺 💐💐 SATURDAY 14TH JUNE 🌺🌺 💐💐 

🌺🌺 💐💐 2 – 5 PM 🌺🌺 💐💐 
 

Meet at St Mary Magdalene’s Churchyard to 
collect your ENTRY MAP £10  

 
TEA  AND CAKE  

available in the churchyard  
between 2 – 5pm 

 
Donations to Rusper Church North Aisle appeal 

 
Finish your tour with drinks at Westons,  

Wimland Road 
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RUSPER SPORTS CLUB  2025 - 2026 MEMBERSHIP 
In order to use the courts at Rusper Sports Club, you must be a member. 
Membership runs from 1st June to 31st May. It's time to Join or renew 
Your annual Rusper Sports Club membership now. 
The courts remain open throughout the year and membership fees are 
crucial to their upkeep and improvement. Members can book a court 
online, which guarantees them an available court to play on when they 
arrive – no wasted journey and no disappointment. Rusper Parish 
residents benefit from a lower yearly rate than those who live outside the 
parish. If you have children, the family membership (2 adults and up to 3 
children under 18 living at the same address) saves you money, as does 
the over 60s membership. Anyone with a Horsham District Council 
Leisure Card, will receive a 50% reduction on the cost of membership. 
Our membership fees are far cheaper than any others nearby, so please 
support us by paying your membership fees - less than a round of drinks 
in the pub and better for you!   

The membership fees for 2025/26 are: 
 Rusper Parish 

Residents: 
Those living 

outside Rusper 
Parish: 

Family* £80.00 £100.00 
Adult £40.00 £60.00 
Junior (under 18)** £20.00 £40.00 
Senior Citizen 
(over 60) 

£20.00 £40.00 

*  Up to five individuals living at the same address. 
** Under the terms of our insurance Junior members must be supervised 
by an Adult at all times when using the facilities. 
*** Anyone with a Horsham District Council Leisure Card, will receive a 
50% reduction on the cost of membership. 
 
Please check the club website at ruspersportsclub.co.uk for details on 
how to join, or email secretary@ruspersportsclub.co.uk, or pick up a form 
from Rusper Village Stores in the High Street, Rusper. 
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RUSPER PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 25th March 2025 
at 7.00pm. This meeting was held at Rusper Village Hall.  
Open Forum  (MOP - member of public) 
• MOP representing CAGNE – application for funding and was 

available for questions.  
• MOP offered the parish council a donation to commemorate Liz 

Kitchen with a park bench with a plaque on it. The councillors 
thanked the MOP and agreed to add the item to the next meeting for 
consideration.    

• District Councillor - noted that 9th May 2025 at 12 noon is the date for 
Liz Kitchens memorial service at St Mary Magdelene, Rusper.  Do 
come early as there will be a large attendance.    

Reports from other Authorities  
District Councillor Tony Hogben –   
Devolution - the proposal is to have a unitary authority for West Sussex. 
Horsham Council have submitted a report.   A Director, and data analyst 
have been hired to put together a costed proposal and to identify where 
any savings can be made.    
Liz Kitchen’s memorial service is 9th May at 12 noon St Mary Magdalene, 
Rusper.  Attendees advised to be early.  
Colgate and Rusper Byelection - the election is on 17th April.   
Horsham District Council – constitutional changes.  The Liberal 
Democrat leadership is planning on having one planning committee for 
the entire District; by training DC’s and employing highly trained officers 
to consider planning applications.  The Policy Advisory Groups are being 
scrapped.   
Gatwick  
It was resolved to note the Gatwick report.  (On website)  
CAGNE have asked council to consider making a donation towards legal 
costs.  Carried to May meeting. 
Devine Homes   
The council considered the proposed highway changes as part of a 
proposed planning application along East Street.  Noted this is part of 
HDC’s Local Plan (Regulation 19) which is currently on hold. The Clerk 
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reminded councillors that this was not a planning application, and 
councillors should consider a response that would not inhibit their 
comments as the Parish Council are a statutory consultee for all planning 
applications in the parish.  It was RESOLVED that the response is ‘with 
no pedestrian access on both sides of the road the development is not a 
viable option’.    
Annual Parish Meeting.   
The Council considered guest speakers for the APM on 29th May 2025.  
Noted that the Clerk and Chair would provide refreshments during the 
evening.  It was agreed that table presentations would be set out for the 
public to look around and ask questions.    
Rusper Sports Club   
The Sports Club AGM is on 7th April.  The underlease is written and will 
be approved by the club on that date.  It was agreed that the Clerk would 
then ask permission from the landowner as per the clauses on the lease 
and then take it to Surrey Hills Solicitor for their review.  After this it will 
be brought back to council to adoption and then issued back to the 
Sports Club.  Carry to next meeting.    
Fingerposts   
A report covering the quotations and the assessments of repairs needed 
was accepted by council. 
WSCC Highways - TRO application – 20mph zone  
Cllr S White has concerns that the speed monitor unit by Ghyll Manor is 
pointing down Capel Road and picking up false information.  It was 
proposed to move the sign to a new licenced spot.    
Rusper Gatwick Noise Monitoring Terminal  

An email requesting that the parish council find a new location for the 
Rusper Noise Monitoring Terminal was received.  Noted that there is a 
specific zone in yellow on the map where it can be placed.  There is a 
meeting being arranged, and therefore council agreed to carry this item 
to the next meeting for an update.  
Playground Safety Report  
It was resolved to accept the playground report to carry to the next 
meeting.   
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Tree Survey  
It was resolved to accept the professional tree survey and to it was 
agreed to consider urgent maintenance requirements at the next 
meeting.   
Parish Litter Pick – 6th April 2025  
It was noted that the Clerk has arranged to use HDC equipment for the 
annual litter pick, Cllr  
Maitland-Smith to collect the equipment.    
80th VE Day 8th May 2025 and May Day Road Closure  
It was agreed on hold a beacon lighting event at 9pm for a 9.30pm light 
up, refreshments of tea and coffee will be provided.  It was noted that Cllr 
White will organise a fund raising event for the Sports Club the same 
evening and then invite attendees along to the event afterwards. 
Financial  
It was resolved to approve the reports as attached - Reconciliation, 
Budget, EMR and Unity Bank transactions for January.  The Chair signed 
the bank statements and reconciliation.  
It was noted that the Clerk had successfully applied for the May Day 
road closure on 5th May 2025. 
Planning Committee did not meet due to a lack of planning applications 
to consider. 
 
Dates for your diary… 
PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 27th May 2025 
7pm 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING (not a council meeting) – 29th May 2025 
7pm tea and coffee provided 
MAY DAY - 5th May 2025 all day High Street 
QUIZ NIGHT THE PLOUGH PUB 8th MAY (see blackboard for 
timings) followed by 
VE DAY BEACON LIGHTING 8th MAY – RUSPER SPORTS FIELD 
from 9pm. 
 
Parish Council Clerk 
 

__________________ 
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SAVE WEST OF IFIELD CAMPAIGN 
Homes England have announced a public exhibition on Wednesday 30th April “to 
provide an update to the public on the latest proposals for the sustainable new 
neighbourhood at West of Ifield, ahead of the submission of a planning application.” 
The application will be for 3,000 houses.   

The exhibition will take place on 30th April from 2pm – 7pm at the Gurjar Hindu Union 
- Apple Tree Centre, Ifield Avenue, Crawley RH11 
0AF.  https://westofifield.commonplace.is/en-GB/news  

This drop-in session is an opportunity for all of us to understand their plans, and to 
ask questions.  Save West of Ifield has produced a list of questions 
here:  https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/, including: 

·         Previous traffic modelling has been inadequate in not assessing the 
impact of the full 3,000 houses, or the impact on the roads around and through 
Rusper village.  Have these failings been addressed? 

·         How is Homes England solving the problem of Crawley’s sewage 
treatment works being very close to capacity and unable to deal with the number 
of houses West of Ifield, combined with Thames Water’s dire financial situation? 

·         Have Homes England’s exploratory boreholes revealed enough good 
quality water in the aquifers under the site?  What is the Environment Agency’s 
view on whether its extraction is sustainable? 

·         Given the Government’s house-building targets, what is Homes England’s 
current view on the larger 10,000 house “opportunity” between Horsham and 
Crawley?   

·         Does Homes England intend to submit a planning application regardless 
of whether the Horsham draft Local Plan is approved or not?  

Other dates for your diary : 
5th May – come and see us at the May Fayres in Rusper and Ifield.  

24th May – we hope to organise activities for “Bats and newts 
day”   https://www.communityplanningalliance.org/latest-news.html 

29th May – come and talk to us at Rusper Parish Council’s annual parish meeting.  

  

Thank you for your ongoing support, and if you are able please consider making a 
donation to the campaign – see website for details. 

https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/ 

Fenella Maitland-Smith savewestofifield@gmail.com 
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EDITORS 
 
Please remember to let the editor underlined below have all items for the 
June 2025 edition by 14 May 2025. 
 
Fiona Lear   Rutland Lodge, East St    07816 584908
    fionalear@btinternet.com 
John Jory   Elsinoro, Horsham Rd         07887 804223 
    johnmjory@gmail.com 
Ella Beckmann  Blackwells, Horsham Rd     07712 482186 
    21ellagb@gmail.com  
 

___________________ 
 
Please contact: 
Treasurer – John Jory. For donations towards the cost of publishing the 
Rusper Parish News. These can be made by bank transfer to - Sort 
Code: 30 94 41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC RUSPER 
– MAGAZINE.    
Advertising and Editorial Manager - Sue Matthewson (871266) 
(sue.matthewson@btinternet.com) 
General Enquiries - Judy Butler (871845) (raybenbutler@gmail.com) 
 

____________________ 
 
 

DONATIONS TO RUSPER PARISH NEWS 
 

Just £5 from every household is fine and can be paid directly into the Rusper 
Parish News bank account. The Bank details for direct transfer are - Sort 
Code: 30 94 41 Account Number: 00007348 Account Name: PCC RUSPER 
– MAGAZINE.  Thank You 
 
 



 

R & G Plumbing and Heating Ltd 
R.Turner
Local Plumber and Gas Heating Engineer

Maintenance and Installation works carried 
out from bathrooms to boilers  

Free Quotations 

Tel:        01306 631 216 
Mobile : 07710 901 377 
Broad Lane 



 
 

www.ruspervillagestores.co.uk 

01293 871366
Cold wine & beers, Confectionary, Soft drinks, Fresh & frozen local meat 
Fruit & veg, Bread & milk, Hot food & drinks, Newspapers & magazines, 

Fresh bread cooked instore, National lottery and much more! 

Shop & Post Office opening times

Monday – Friday 7.30 am - 6.00pm
Saturday 8.30am – 4.30pm

Sunday 8.30am – 2.00pm

RUSPER ACUPUNCTURE 
CLINIC

Acupuncture / Shiatsu massage 
Reflexology / Scalar wave laser 

Headaches, back pains, sports 
injury, fertility, allergies 
01293 871737 / 07769755675 

www.rusperacupunctureclinic.co.uk 

If you have fallen trees 
 on your property  

or have previously had 
 trees felled 

 we offer a complete  
service to cut and split your 

timber into logs  

Friendly and reliable 
service    

Call us on: 07584 469355 
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ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE, 

PLEASE CONTACT 
SUE MATTHEWSON 
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Medical Aesthetics
Botox, Fillers, Skin Peels

by an experienced medical practitioner

Facial and body treatments
Plus a specialist in electrolysis permanent hair 

removal and all non-malignant skin issues

MILLFIELD HOUSE, RUSPER

07976 686127
01293 871406

The Beauty
Studio

Building & Renovation Company

Capel: 01293 871008
Email: info@lyneandco.co.uk 

View examples of our building and joinery work at:
www.lyneandco.co.uk

Quality building and carpentry work
Bespoke joinery 

Painting and Decorating
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Falcon Financial Planning Ltd….
….for advice on investments and pensions.

‘Laurel Cottage’, Horsham Road, Rusper RH12 4PR

OOppeenn  aarrtt  ggrroouupp 
 

All abilities welcome 
 

Rusper Village Hall 
 

Wednesday evenings 
Term times only   

7:30pm - 9:30pm. 
Tina Stass  01293 529038 

£4.00 Per session 

ALL ASPECTS OF DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 
ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN.

QUALIFIED INSTALLERS OF ELECTRIC CAR
CHARGING POINTS.

E: overtonelectricaluk@yahoo.com

07779 630 452


